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INTRODUCTION
by Martin Segal

What you hold in your hand is an important tool to help you truly enter into the 
Christmas season. Some people will tell you that they can’t get into Christmas 
until they’ve seen the Coca Cola Christmas advert or started annual leave; well let 
me tell you: with this advent devotional we can, as a family, delve into the depths 
of the richness of this season.

Let’s face it Christmas has its joys and its challenges. For many of us we get 
so caught up buying the gifts, ordering the food or planning for visitors that we 
struggle to give time and space to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. So 
we’ve put this devotional together for you to use in the midst of the chaos. Each 
day you’ll find a different person from our Church family unpacking biblical 
truth, giving us some helpful questions and ending with a reflective prayer. The 
contributors have each given time and thought to unpacking the promises of the 
Bible and showing how Christmas fits into the big picture of God’s purposes. The 
authors have also lovingly and prayerfully considered how these truths affect our 
daily walk with Jesus. 

The reflections can be enjoyed individually or used to facilitate discussion with 
family and friends. Why not build into your December daily routine a regular time 
to stop and reflect upon the heart of Christmas? Give time to get into the message 
of the devotional and consider how to respond to what the Lord speaks to you 
about.

Our prayer is that this devotional will point you to the glory of the God who 
became man and the beauty of salvation. I encourage you to make this a priority. 
Fight to make much of Jesus and take the time to stop and ponder the good news 
of Christmas, receiving the glad tidings with open and expectant and hearts.

Merry Christmas and God bless!

- Martin



FRIDAY 1 DECEMBER
by Laura & Matt Fell

Read: Colossians 1:11-23; Genesis 1:31

December is here! Are you excited for Christmas yet? 

For us Fells, it’s both a yes and a no. We love Christmas – the gospel truth, 
the festive feel, the time with family – but we’re also already a little stressed by 
it. There’s presents to buy, arrangements to be made, and in the background the 
continuation of a busy life with its challenges and trials. Today’s passages help us 
to navigate the mix of emotions felt as the festive season comes around and gives 
us a glimpse of the big picture.

Firstly, these passages make sense of the goodness of Christmas. Christmas is 
an occasion to enjoy some of the best things in life: family, friends, home comforts, 
gifts, food and drink. Christmas celebrates the goodness of things. Genesis 
declares that God designed His creation to be good and that God Himself delights 
in this goodness – so it’s no wonder that we do too. Our Colossians passage also 
speaks of God’s act of creation, revealing that when God created the cosmos, He 
did so as a Father working alongside His Son ‘through whom and for whom’ all 
things were made. The goodness of creation reflects the goodness of our Triune 
God.

Yet creation has fallen into darkness. The goodness that God made has been 
corrupted by humanity, who God made to steward creation, and yet have become 
‘alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds’. The fall of humanity has had 
cosmic consequences. We can see this catastrophe at work today in large scale 
events such as warfare, the continued refugee crisis, corruption amongst political 
and culture leaders, and in natural disasters we can’t stop. But we also feel the 
consequences of sin closer to home, and at Christmas we often feel these things 
more acutely: the loss of loved ones, the jagged edges of broken relationships, the 
effects of our addictions and sins. We even feel it in the excessive pressure placed 
upon Christmas by our consumer and materialistic society: do your decorations 
look good enough? Are your presents glitzy enough? Have you a special someone 
to kiss beneath the mistletoe? 

The good news of Colossians 1 is that the one who made all things came 
Himself to His creation in order to shine light into darkness and to restore things 
to their ultimate goodness. The Father sent His Son into the world to transfer us 
from darkness into the kingdom of His love and light. By Jesus’ incarnation, “the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell and through Him to reconcile to Himself all 
things”(19-20). This is the scope and hope of the Christmas message. This Christ-
mas, amongst all the celebrations, and in the face of darkness, let’s remember the 
loving faithfulness of God to His good creation. And in all we do, let’s demonstrate 
the hope we find in God made flesh.



QUESTIONS
1. What are your favourite things about Christmas? Genesis teaches us that God 

made the goodness of those things – how can we take time to appreciate that 
this Christmas?

2. In what ways are you currently experiencing the darkness of our fallen world? 
What comfort and hope can we take from Colossians 1:11-23?

3. How can we give time to mediate on the good news of God coming to restore 
His creation this Christmas?

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, 
You are our good God, our maker; Together with Your Son and 

by Your Holy Spirit You have made all things to be good.

Thank You that despite our sins and our turning away from You,  
You remain faithful to Your good creation, and that at the first Christmas,  

You sent to us your Son to dwell amongst us and to bring home all that has gone astray.  
Thank You that Your light shines into our darkness,  

that Your Son stepped into our world.

Help us this Christmas to celebrate Your goodness, 
Help us to meditate on the hope of the gospel, 

And help us to share these things with those around us. 
Through Jesus we pray, amen!



SATURDAY 2 DECEMBER
by Clare Wilson

Read: Genesis 1:26-28, 2:4-7, 19-23; John 1:14

This description in Genesis of God’s work in creation is a wonderful reminder 
of God’s intention and desire to have a relationship with men and women. I 
love watching David Attenborough’s nature programmes and marvelling at the 
breath-taking images and descriptions of nature, and I find it mind blowing that 
God made it all. And what’s more, He made it so that we might know Him (Romans 
1:20). The wonder of it is hard to comprehend, it is almost too big and incredible 
for my small brain to absorb. From the beginning of time, the universe was de-
signed to facilitate a relationship between God and us who are made in His image!

I’ve been a Christian for 33 years, but I still feel amazed when I read about 
God’s rescue plan and how He made a way for His children to be restored. What 
wonderful grace to send Jesus, His one and only Son “who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth” to live, die and be raised again. How remarkable that the 
same Father who created the whole world and each one of us to have a relationship 
with Him, would also sacrificially give His own son to enable us to be restored to a 
relationship with our heavenly Father. 

Let’s not forget that as forgiven and accepted children of God we are also 
being restored to His image. This isn’t because we have achieved anything special 
or done anything religious to earn that right, it’s all because of what our heavenly 
Father has achieved through Jesus.

December can be such a busy season with presents to buy and wrap up, meals 
to organise and cook, family gatherings to arrange and events and parties to go 
to. Let’s encourage each other to not let busyness squeeze out the very person that 
Christmas is all about. Let’s make time to draw close to our awesome God who 
longs to be in relationship with His children. And let’s remember that through this 
relationship, God is restoring us to true humanity.



QUESTIONS
1. John 1 says that Jesus is both God’s Word and his Son. What does Jesus 

communicate about His Father in heaven?

2. What might it mean to be made in the image of God?

3. How can we demonstrate to others the restored image of God in us this 
Christmas? 

PRAYER

Thank You for Your amazing grace and that You have saved me.  
Thank You that You are such a mighty God who made the whole universe  

and all of us in Your own image. 

Thank You that we can embrace our identify as children of God  
who are forgiven, accepted and restored and loved so extravagantly  

by a God who longs to be in relationship with His children.

Amen.



SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER
by Joe & Anna Robertson

Read: Genesis 3:1-15

Today we read about how God’s image bearers, Adam and Eve turned away from 
Him and plunged God’s good creation into darkness. Eve is easily manipulated by 
the serpent (who the bible elsewhere names the father of lies), who promises her 
that she might ‘become like God’. She knows God’s commands and that he’s good 
– but she decides she wants to decide what’s good for herself! Adam – who was 
meant to look after and lead Eve – quickly falls into the same trap. 

The catastrophic consequences of their sin cannot be underestimated. It 
resulted in the fall of mankind; sin; suffering, and pain, condemning the human 
race to physical and spiritual death. Yet we mustn’t separate ourselves from the 
actions of Adam and Eve, naively believing that we wouldn’t have done the same. 
How often do we find ourselves going against God’s commands because we think 
that there is something better for us? 

As soon as their ‘eyes are opened’ and they realise what they have done, they 
are immediately filled with shame. Adam and Eve attempt to hide their shame 
from God. What a ridiculous notion - like trying to hide a whale in a paddling pool! 
It is impossible to hide from God; and yet have we ever tried to hide ourselves? 

Nevertheless, despite the consequences of their sin there is hope. 

God curses the serpent, promising that an offspring of the woman – that is, 
a human being – will one day ‘bruise’ the head of the serpent, even though the 
serpent will ‘bruise his heel’. This is the very first announcement of the gospel 
in history, and it points to the gospel story that begun at the first Christmas. At 
that Christmas, God’s Son miraculously became the son of the woman. Then later, 
dying upon a cross and then rising from the grave, we see the bruising of the Son’s 
heel (wounded, but only briefly) and the ‘bruising of the serpent’s head’ – God’s 
ultimate victory over sin and death.

Doesn’t this promise from Genesis shed new light on Christmas! Christmas 
means the undoing of the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin. Christmas means 
the undoing of shame. Christmas means the victory of light over darkness.



QUESTIONS
1. Like Adam and Eve, we can often crave control and power, thinking that ‘we 

know best’. What areas do you need to wholly give to God? 

2. We see the gospel mentioned here for the first time. What encouragement can 
we take that at the beginning of creation God already had a rescue plan for 
mankind?

3. If Genesis 3 promises God’s ultimate victory over evil, which was begun to be 
fulfilled at the first Christmas, is our understanding of Christmas big enough?  

PRAYER

Lord, 
You are good, powerful and merciful. 

Thank You Lord that since the beginning of mankind You were always 
going to send Jesus to save us through His death and resurrection.

Thank You that because of You, death has lost its sting. 
We can look forward to eternity spent with You.

I’m sorry, Lord, that I so often fall short. 
I look to You for forgiveness and thank You for Your grace.

Help me to never lose sight of the sacrifice that Jesus ultimately made. 
Thank You for Your everlasting love.

Amen.



MONDAY 4 DECEMBER
by Liz Taylor

Read: Genesis 12:1-3

In this passage we see God calling Abram to up sticks and move to an unknown 
place. In these amazing verses, this childless old man is promised not only a family 
but that this family will become a great nation and that everyone on earth will 
be blessed through him. The Lord leads Abram to Canaan and promises that his 
seed will inherit the land (v12). This meant that the serpent-crusher promised in 
Genesis 3 would come from Abram’s family and be born in that land, now known 
as Israel/ Palestine. This promise was fulfilled at the first Christmas.

As I read these verses, I am reminded of how several years ago the Lord spoke 
to me powerfully through this passage. I realised in a fresh way that the promise 
of ‘all nations being blessed’ was through Jesus and because I am a new creation in 
Him, I am also called to be a blessing. It was a ‘light bulb’ moment and became part 
of the vision for Trinity Church (which joined City Church a few years back). Our 
vision was to be a blessing to those around us and further afield. As a church, we 
had for many years taken part in Operation Christmas Child (Shoe Box campaign), 
blessing many disadvantaged children around the world and sharing the love of 
Jesus. A part of the operation includes also encouraging our friends and those who 
live in the St Stephen’s area to join us in being a blessing. This has become one 
of my passions and I am so grateful that we have continued this at City Church. 
Hopefully you have enjoyed being a blessing in this way last month.

One of my favourite memories occurred around the time Genesis 12 first stood 
out to me. My dear friend Teresa, who many of you will know, had been praying 
that the Lord would speak to her prophetically. He answered her in a powerful 
way, by giving her a picture of a Valentine’s card from Jesus and the words inside 
it. She wrote the words down and shared it with me. We shared the vision with the 
leadership of our church and this led to the Valentine’s card being produced exact-
ly as the Lord had revealed it. Most of our small church then went out the evening 
before Valentine’s Day, door knocking and delivering the Valentine cards to 1000 
households in the St Stephens’ area, for the sole purpose of blessing people. I share 
the words on this Valentine’s card so you also may be blessed:

I share the words on this Valentine’s card so you also may be blessed:
I KNOW you more than you know yourself
I HAVE always loved you
I AM your perfect love
I WILL always listen
I AM your strength when you are weak
I WILL always forgive you
I AM yours for eternity
I AM your perfect love
JESUS



QUESTIONS
1. How has knowing Jesus blessed your life? 

2. In what ways have other Christians in your life blessed you?

3. Do you recognise that you are called to be a blessing? Prayerfully consider 
what ways the Lord may be calling you to bless, not just family and friends, but 
also the wider community in which you live.

PRAYER

Father, 
I thank You for all the blessings I have through Jesus being in my life.  

Thank You for reminding me that I am meant to be a blessing to others. 

Please show me ways in which I may bless others in even greater measure,  
not in my own strength but in Your power and love.

Amen.



TUESDAY 5 DECEMBER
by Geoff and Miriam Maile

Read: Genesis 49: 1-2; 8-12

Around this time last year our son Joel came home from nursery with a slip of 
paper telling us that he was going to be the main part in the Christmas produc-
tion. We were so proud (admittedly probably too proud!).  So imagine our disap-
pointment when the following week we were told that Joel had said he didn’t want 
to be the main part as he didn’t want to speak in front of everyone.  So they had 
reassigned him to be Shepherd.  His was now just a background part.  Someone 
else would be the star of the show.

That picture of waiting in line to find out what part you will play in the story 
is kind of what is happening in Genesis 49.  Jacob, at the end of his life, says to his 
twelve sons, ‘Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall happen to 
you in days to come’ (Gen. 49:1).  Jacob then pronounces a blessing on his sons that 
tells them how their descendants will prosper in the future.  How were the broth-
ers feeling in this moment?  Perhaps a mixture of anticipation and trepidation?  
What part will I play?  Whose descendants will play the major role in the future of 
Israel and, ultimately, the world?

The answer is quite unexpected.  It’s not Reuben the firstborn.   His blessing 
starts well but quickly goes downhill (v.3-4).  Even more surprisingly it is not 
Joseph.  He is the favoured son and the one who, up to this point, has been most 
closely associated with royalty. It is actually Judah (v8-12) who receives the most 
significant blessing.  

Think about the things spoken over Judah’s descendants: ‘your father’s sons 
shall bow down before you’ (v8); ‘Judah is a lion cub’ (v9); ‘the sceptre shall not 
depart…nor the ruler’s staff’ (v10); ‘until tribute comes to him’ (v11).  Those words 
are all associated with kingship.  With ruling.  With royalty.  If you were waiting 
to find out what part you would play in a story and were given a robe, a staff and 
a crown you would join the dots and conclude you were going to be a king.  The 
same thing is happening here in Jacob’s blessing of Judah.  

This passage continues the thread of promise made throughout Genesis: from 
Judah will come the ‘offspring of the woman’ who will crush the serpent, the seed 
of Abraham who will bless the nations.  Knowing how the story unfolds, we now 
know that Jacob’s blessing is pointing to Jesus.  He is the ‘lion of the tribe of Judah’ 
(Rev. 5:5).  Yet there is a twist in the tale.  Because although the nations will bow 
down to Jesus, although He will rule, although people will come and bring tribute, 
the King doesn’t come as we would expect.  He doesn’t come as a roaring lion.  He 
comes as a humble lamb.  As a baby in a manger.  



QUESTIONS
1. These prophetic pronouncements were made over a thousand years before 

Jesus was born.  What does that show us about God’s plans and purposes for 
the world but also for you?

2. God has called each one of us to play a part in His story.  How much do you 
think about that?  What part has God called you to play and are you at peace 
with that?

3. How will you make space to bring ‘tribute’ to Jesus this Christmas? 

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for your sovereign plan of salvation;  

formed before the foundation of the earth,  
foreshadowed throughout the story of Israel  

and fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

Thank You that by your grace I have been included in Your story. 
Help me to play my part in sharing Your story with the world around me.

Amen.



WEDNESDAY 6 DECEMBER
by Paul Sandham

Read: Exodus 1:8-22

From a secular perspective, the attempted genocidal killing of all male babies by 
a despotic dictator is inconceivable. From the perspective of ’heilsgeschichte’ it is 
catastrophic. Heilsgeschichte (pronounced - hi uls ga sh ict) is an academic term 
used in biblical scholarship. It is a German word meaning ‘salvation history’ i.e. the 
story for how God brings about the salvation of the world through acts of divine 
intervention in human history. It is also a word I have been waiting 34 years to use 
in an appropriate sentence. I did Theology at Uni in the 80’s!

Today’s passage is not only an account of an imminent massacre, but it also 
outlines a problem for God’s longer-term plan of sending a saviour to rescue 
humankind. No male Jewish babies equals no king from Judah, no serpent-crush-
ing Messiah. A major obstacle for the divine heilsgeschichte. 

A week ago, we went to see Paddington 2.  No, we didn’t have any youngsters 
with us and yes it was brilliant! The movie is a beautifully filmed, genuinely 
moving and positively life affirming account of a perilous adventure in the life of 
Britain’s most loveable bear.  The story centres on Paddington’s efforts to buy his 
Aunt Lucy a special birthday book to say thank you for looking after him.  Padding-
ton gets wrongfully accused of attempting to steal the book and gets put in prison. 
During one particularly moving scene we see Paddington alone in his dark, dingy 
cell convinced that he has no hope of escape and feeling completely abandoned 
by his adoptive family - the Browns.  He is down in the mouth and feeling utterly 
lost and completely alone. It seems help is nowhere to be found. It’s hardly a plot 
spoiler to say that things turn out okay in the end. You see, behind the scenes, the 
Browns are plotting and working tirelessly to see Paddington freed.

The analogy hardly needs making.  God, even more than the Browns, is tire-
lessly, creatively and surprisingly, at work behind the scenes ensuring that things 
turn out okay in the end. In today’s passage the answer involved courageous acts 
of civil disobedience on the part of the Jewish midwives. At other points in the 
biblical drama it involved/involves different means.    

As we approach Christmas we too might find ourselves feeling that all is bleak 
and hopeless in some major or minor aspect of our lives; that the plan of God to 
bless and heal and save us has been derailed. Let us hold on to heilsgeschichte - 
God’s salvation purposes will ultimately not be thwarted. He is at work behind the 
scenes and will come through for us.



QUESTIONS
1. Where in your life (or indeed in this world) are you feeling that God’s plan is 

being thwarted? 

2. How does the idea of God working ‘behind the scenes’ of our despair encour-
age you?

PRAYER

Dear Lord, 
Thank You for always, eternally, never endingly  

working behind the scenes to ensure it’ll be alright in the end. 

Remembering the incarnation of Your Son into our world  
speaks to me afresh that You are at work.  

Whether I can see it or feel it is not the point.  
Your heilsgeschichte is unthwartable. 

Amen.



THURSDAY 7 DECEMBER
by Josh Dark

Read: Exodus 2:1-10 and John 1:17

Pharaoh gave this order to all Egyptians “Every son that is born to the Hebrews 
you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” I cannot even 
begin to imagine how the Hebrews must have felt; the fear, anger and sadness 
would have been overwhelming. This must have seemed like a hopeless situation. 

But there was a King more powerful than pharaoh, a King full of love and 
compassion and One who brings life out of death. The Lord had made a covenant 
with Abraham and God always keeps His promises. This is the beginning of an 
exciting rescue plan.

We can only imagine the fear that Jochebed (Moses’ mum) would have been 
feeling as every day Moses grows bigger and he becomes harder and harder to 
hide from the Egyptians. Determined that her son would live, Jochebed fashioned 
a watertight vessel and placed Moses in the reeds, sending her daughter to watch 
over him. Even though this situation seemed hopeless, God had a plan: not only 
did God save Moses, but he also provided a way for Jochebed to nurse Moses and 
get paid for it! Our God is a God who keeps His promises; and not only this, but He 
blows our expectations out of the water. 

God saved Moses and used Him to fulfil His promise to Abraham. The LORD 
used Moses to bring His people out of Egypt and to give them His law. Moses is a 
mighty saviour of God’s people, and yet He is not the ultimate serpent crushing 
Messiah. The story of Moses points towards God’s greater rescue plan, a plan that 
wouldn’t just be for Israel but for all of mankind. Moses’ life points towards one 
who would come and fulfil the law, one who would come full of grace and truth for 
all humanity. 



QUESTIONS
1. God did amazing things through Moses – He delivered his people from slavery, 

He gave them the Law so that they could live holy lives, and He led them into 
the promise land. In what ways does Jesus do these same things, but to a 
greater degree?

2. Moses’ mum had to give him up in order to save him; and God blessed her 
abundantly. Jesus calls us to die to ourselves and to come to Him that we 
might live. Do we trust Him enough to do this? 

3. How does the promise that Jesus is full of grace and truth help us to trust 
Him?

PRAYER

Lord our God,  
You are King over all history, full of grace and truth.

Thank You that You save Your people 
and lead them in Your ways, 

through Jesus our better Moses.

Help us by Your Spirit to follow Him, 
even dying to ourselves and carrying our crosses, 

trusting in You and Your purposes today.

Amen.



FRIDAY 8 DECEMBER
by Matt Hogg

Read: Exodus 24:9-11

There have been a few times in my life when the anticipation of meeting someone 
made my heart race and my body literally tremble. The first I can remember was 
on the 1 March 1986 when, aged 11, my dad had managed to get hold of some 
tickets to take me to watch Luton Town for the first time. A 1-0 win over Sheffield 
Wednesday was a perfect start to my Hatters obsession! The second time was 
during that slight, but seemingly endless, pause whilst waiting for my bride to 
arrive! Thankfully I didn’t have to wait long before Jen was there, walking towards 
me!

Neither of these situations quite comes close to what the Israelites must have 
been feeling when God asked a few of them to come up Mount Sinai to meet Him. 
Every time God drew near the mountain there were earthquakes, smoke and fire; 
but that was where 74 Israelites were heading to meet God.

I can barely imagine how their hearts must have pounded, their legs turning 
to jelly as they got ever closer: an indescribable mix of terror, awe and excitement; 
and I can’t imagine many of those men would have thought the day would have 
ended with them enjoying a meal with God! Yet, on the top of a mountain in the 
middle of the desert, that is exactly what God had prepared for them. God wanted 
to draw them close, to meet and fellowship with them over a meal.

At that point, it was for just a few. Only 74 out of, perhaps, over a million 
Israelites. But there was a plan to change this; a plan that would mean we would 
all have the opportunity to fellowship with God. And that plan was Jesus. The 
opportunity of fellowship even declared in His name as His impending arrival was 
announced by an angel to Joseph – Immanuel, God with us (Matthew 1:23).

The Christmas story tells us that God has opened a way for all of us to come 
and eat and drink with Him, without fear or shame. Through his son Jesus Christ, 
we now have a way to God.



QUESTIONS
1. There’s something about keeping a healthy reverence and love for God that 

from time-to-time might make our hearts beat a little faster. Do you feel your 
relationship with God is either too fearful or too complacent? How could you 
nurture a relationship of godly fear and wonder?

2. The change that happens with the arrival of Jesus is described in his name: 
God with us. No longer would anyone have to go find God; he had come to us. 
Take a moment to thank God for sending Jesus to have fellowship with us.

PRAYER

(Emmanuel Christmas Prayer by M Y Lee)

God of every nation and people, 
From the beginning of Creation 
You have made known your love 

Through the gift of your Son 
Who bears the name Emmanuel, “God with Us.”

In the fullness of time the Christ-child came 
To be the Good News to all humankind.

May we, like Mary, be filled with courage, 
Openness, and receptivity 

To be the bearers of the Christ-child 
In receiving and bringing forth the Good News 

As we continue to be witnesses 
Of God’s truth and justice, 

As we walk along the path of peace, 
As we are strengthened in our love for Christ 

And for each other.

Amen.



SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER
by Sara Davis

Read: Numbers 24:15-19

If you’re anything like me, ‘What the heck?!’ springs to mind as we read today’s 
passage. It isn’t the classic advent passage you normally think of. Stay with me 
however, as a closer look will in fact reveal a God of insanely awesome kindness…

We join the children of Israel as they are wandering in the wilderness after 
escaping from Egypt and now a mean king has hired a pagan prophet, called 
Baalam, to curse God’s people. In a brilliant, and almost comical way, Baalam finds 
it impossible to curse them and is only able to predict blessings. Amongst these 
blessings we notice references to kingship: ‘a star and a sceptre’. Balalam foretells 
a Saviour king who will be the enemy-crusher, serpent-smasher, a cosmic hero 
of heros… is this sounding familiar?? It’s kind of as crazy, as if one of your friends 
who sought spiritual truths by reading a horoscope ended up seeing Jesus in it! 
God’s sovereignty means that He can even work through those who have never 
heard of Him and bring good out of what was intended for evil. It also gloriously 
displays His astounding kindness: that He will even use ways we might assume 
are a tad unorthodox because He is so passionate about communicating Himself 
to each individual.

Fast-forward several hundred years and we see another group of pagan 
prophets (the term ‘wise men’ was used to refer to astrologers, those into magic 
and ‘spiritual’ wisdom) following a ‘rising star’, seeking a king to worship, the one 
who did go onto utterly crush the greatest enemies: satan, sin and death.

I have the amazing privilege of helping on the current alpha course with 8 
lovely guests. It’s a front row seat to see our sovereign God at work yet again 
drawing those who haven’t grown up hearing about Jesus, but who are seeking 
truth. You may or may not have friends, colleagues or neighbours who are into 
alternative spiritualities like the fortune-telling Balaam or horoscopes-studying 
Magi, but the reality is we all worship something, whether it’s money, career, ap-
proval, relationships, control, ourselves… For many people, Christmas is the height 
of pagan festivals celebrating materialism and hedonism. The temptation for me 
is to rule out inviting certain people to church, assuming they won’t be interested 
because what they unknowingly worship has too great a hold. But let me remind 
you – as I now remind myself – of the incredible news that this Christmas (as 
always!) the Sovereign Lord of heaven wants to redeem rebels and reveal His son 
Jesus even in the very midst of godless worship. 

And one more thing, if we are honest, we often rule out ourselves from being 
used by God because we feel like ‘we’re not in a good place’. If it didn’t stop God 
using a pagan prophet it won’t stop Him from using you! We can be expectant for 
God to use us on His mission of drawing people to Jesus not because of who WE 
are but because of who HE is. If He is doing it anyway why not join Him? 



QUESTIONS
1. If God could use Baalam to speak, he can use you. How have we ruled ourselves 

out? Who have we assumed will not be interested?

2. What impact does knowing God is doing the saving and can use any way he 
chooses to reveal Himself (both sovereign and kind) have on you?

3. Are there ways in which God might be speaking to people around you who 
don’t yet know Him? If so, how can we join God in sharing the gospel with 
them?

4. How can we be like the nativity star and draw people to Christ this Christmas?

PRAYER

Lord God, 
You alone can rescue. Jesus, You are the enemy-crusher, 

the serpent-smasher and the hero of heros. I rest in Your grace. 

Open my eyes to where You are working in the 
hearts of those who don’t know You yet  

and please use me to draw people to Christ’s manger. 

Amen.



SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER
by Kathryn Bailey

Read: Deuteronomy 1:30-31 and John 1:12-13

Each year at the Christmas day service in the Cathedral the Dean brings the Bible 
(the word of God) down into the main aisle of the church. The whole congregation 
stands and turns towards the centre to hear the reading of John chapter 1 - the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us. It is such a moving symbol of Jesus 
taking on humanity, God becoming man, the creator of the universe entering into 
his creation.

The carol ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’ puts it like this: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see

Hail the incarnate deity

Pleased as man with man to dwell

Jesus our Emmanuel

 The Son of God was born as a man so that we, who are born for earthly finite 
lives, can experience a new birth and become children of God with eternal life.

 In the run up to Christmas, people will say to us “Christmas is really for 
children”. Our answer can be “Yes! Exactly!” - to all who receive this Christmas gift 
is given “the right to be called children of God”.

The passage from Deuteronomy give us an insight as to what it means to have 
God as our Father. He goes before us and fights for us. He delivers His children 
from Egypt (that is from our enslavement to sin – see Romans 6) and he cares 
for us in the wilderness place (where we feel exposed and vulnerable). Our Father 
carries us through it all. What a most wonderous gift that Jesus came to give us. 
The Son of God became like us, so that we might become like Him!



QUESTIONS
1. Why is it that Jesus is able to give us the ‘rights to become children of God’?

2. How can we exercise our ‘rights’ as children of God in prayer, worship and 
daily living?

PRAYER

Heavenly Father,  
thank You for the security of being in Your love and being Your children.  
May we receive from You this Christmas gifts that enables us to grow  

as Your children in Your family and in Your kingdom.

Amen.



MONDAY 11 DECEMBER
by Helene Spocchia

Read: 1 Samuel 13:14

Anticipation! We’ve all experienced it. We love it - that feeling of excitement; of 
eagerly awaiting something. There’s a lot to be eagerly awaiting in the run up to 
Christmas. The diehard fans among us have been listening to Christmas music 
since August in an effort to gain the maximum effect of festive anticipation. When 
I was little my Dad would read a poem to me at bedtime on Christmas Eve called 
‘Don’t Look!’ and it begins like this;

“Don’t look in the cupboards,

Or under the beds,

Or in any mysterious nook

Where things may be hidden -

It’s simply forbidden

When Christmas is coming -

Don’t look!”

The verses that follow, in essence, describe the intense anticipation that 
is only increased by resisting hunting for hidden presents, or feeling parcels 
that arrive in the post, or peeping through doors that are ajar, or listening to 
whispers on the landing, so that everything would be a surprise - it never failed 
to overwhelm 6 year old me with excitement at the thought of what was coming. 
Anticipation simply means ‘the realisation in advance’ or ‘the expectation or hope’. 
The festive season is full of things that we are expecting, hoping for or perhaps 
even counting on. To await, count on, forsee or hope for, is the act of anticipating. 
What I love about 1 Samuel 13:14 is the sense of anticipation  - change is afoot. A 
good thing is coming. But we see in this verse that not only is a good thing coming 
in that moment, but it’s a good thing which foreshadows something even greater 
which has not yet come. God’s people have been anticipating a king from the tribe 
of Judah, as prophesied in Genesis 49. King Saul, who is from the tribe of Benja-
min, has disobeyed God and the sceptre is about to be handed over to another. 
This anticipated king is David, who loves God and is a man after God’s own heart. 
David’s life prophesies of One who is to come, who will be the King of all Kings. 
However, although David falls far from the mark of the anticipated and promised 
King to come, God deals with David mercifully and works through him mightily. 
Although David looked like the man who was going to fulfil the anticipation of 
God’s people, He would actually come later. David, being a man after God’s own 
heart, was simply a precursor to the One who came to earth to not only be a man 
after God’s own heart but to be a man with God’s heart and to reveal it to mankind. 
Anticipation finds it fulfilment in the baby born in the stable. And that baby was 
the One mankind was hoping for and counting on, but who was most unexpected.



QUESTIONS
1. Is there anything you are eagerly awaiting? It’s easy for our focus to be on the 

good but secondary things of this season, so how can we grow in anticipation 
of greater enjoyment of God?

2. Reflect on the truth that our hope is found only in Jesus. Do you find it easy 
to put your hope in Jesus rather than other things that the world tells us we 
should put our hope in?

3. Jesus, through his life on earth, has revealed to us the heart of God. Spend 
some time reading the gospels and consider how you can reflect the heart of 
God to those around you.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, 
We recognise that our hope can only be secure in You.  

Would we come to You with the expectant hearts of children coming to be with their 
Father, in anticipation of knowing your delight and pleasure over us,  

in anticipation of hearing Your voice  
and in anticipation of being made to be more like Your son, Jesus. 

Would we be those who seek Your heart,  
Your will and Your ways rather than our own,  

and in turn reflect something of Your heart to those around us.

Amen.



TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER
by Masami Iliffe

Read: 1 Samuel 17:19-27; 40-52

During the lead-up to my recent ballet exams, I sometimes found it hard to keep 
up my positivity. Negativity, worry and lack of passion held me back from seeing 
the bigger picture of my life, when there was so much to think about. It’s all good 
when I don’t have much going on, but when things start to pile up, that can whip 
away my drive and energy for what I do. Several days before the first of my two 
exams, my teacher saw that I had suddenly transformed my dancing and had 
really applied her previous advice. This brought me great joy because I knew that 
the reason for my improvement was not only my hard work but the change in how 
much trust I put in Jesus.

As we are heading closer and closer to Christmas Day, this is a time when we 
can reflect on Jesus’ gift and massive impact on each and every one of our lives. He 
came to defeat sin and death, bringing us hope and freedom.

In today’s Bible reading, we see that David kills the giant enemy, Goliath, with 
only a sling and stone! The power was not just in the stone, nor in David himself 
but in his great faith in the Lord. David wrote, “The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; my heart trusts in Him and He helps me.” (Psalm 28:7, NIV) So, what made 
David have such faith? God says, “I have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my 
own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.” (Acts 13:22, NIV) David’s will-
ingness shows us that God was his number one focus in his life. Because of this, he 
worshipped through any situation, being so reverent, raw and honest with God. 
David’s heart was fully engaged in worship – this had a very significant impact on 
his faith and the way he lived for God.

Our passage today points to Jesus who is our ultimate enemy crusher, our true 
King, who gives us incredible focus, boldness and greatness as we follow Him into 
the battle!  Incarnated at the first Christmas, Jesus is both God and man, both the 
LORD who is our strength and shield, and the man of worship after God’s heart. 

Through living a life of worshipping Jesus we can be like David, as we worship 
God for what He has done for us through Jesus. I believe that this will grow our 
trust in God’s powerful presence in our lives, which will give us the courage to step 
out in faith and fight our own Goliaths in any situation! 

What I have experienced during the lead-up to my ballet exams is quite small 
but it has reminded me of the response I should have when I face something a lot 
bigger. God tells us that though there is pain, there is victory in the end and when 
our hearts are overthrown, His love is our battle cry. (‘Every Giant Will Fall’  song 
by Rend Collective).



QUESTIONS
1. What ‘Goliaths’ are you facing at the moment? 

2. How can David’s experience help you to face the battles in your life? What have 
you rooted your trust in?

PRAYER

Thank You, Lord, for Your greatness and all that You give to me.  
Sorry for the times I have not turned to You during my battles.  

Thank You so much for Your faithful presence in my life. 
Please give me a heart of worship and give me the strength 

to focus on You and Your love. 

I pray that I will be like David;  
willing to do absolutely anything for You 

throughout any situation or circumstance. 
I am so thankful that You have overcome this world.  

Thank You for Your victory! 

Amen.



WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER
by Jason Hodges

Read: 2 Samuel 7: 12-16

Every now and then I struggle to hand over responsibility. I realised this a few 
years ago while directing a Christmas puppet show for the church. While record-
ing the show’s soundtrack, I ended up voicing nearly half the characters myself, so 
I could have control over how each song was sung, and each line delivered. When it 
came to making the scenery, I grabbed a paintbrush myself and... you get the idea. 
Instead of asking more people to use their talents to aid the production, I did it MY 
way to get the results I wanted.

Today’s passage sees King David asked to hand over a project close to his 
heart. After some traumatic years fighting giants, being hunted and hiding in 
caves, David is now established as King of Israel. But he doesn’t put his feet up. 
David’s thoughts turn to something he has been planning for a long time. He 
wants to build a permanent house for God – a temple.

God tells David that he will not be the one to build the temple and consolidate 
the kingdom, but his offspring will be. Sure enough, David’s son Solomon does 
build a magnificent temple, where God is worshipped by many thousands of His 
people. But God’s promise in this passage is only fulfilled by Solomon to a certain 
extent. Instead of strengthening his father’s kingdom, Solomon ultimately be-
comes distracted by women and idols, straying from God’s purposes and losing a 
large portion of the kingdom as a result.

God’s promise to establish an eternal kingdom is ultimately fulfilled one 
thousand years later in the person of His Son Jesus. Jesus comes to build a house 
for God, but not a physical one; instead it is one made of people like you and me: a 
kingdom of priests. But kingdom-building is not without its challenges for Jesus 
either. When He teaches about a new Kingdom of peace, and demonstrates God’s 
nature as he heals and restores, He is met with scorn, beaten and whipped, and 
hung on a cross to die. 

Was God’s plan derailed? No. God fulfils his promise to David: ‘I will be a father 
to him, and he shall be a son to me.’ When God watched humankind crucify His 
beloved Son, He did not abandon his redemption plan. Instead He restored life to 
his Son, reuniting Jesus with His scared bunch of followers, whom Jesus equipped 
to spread His kingdom of love. And Jesus has continued to build his kingdom with 
his followers throughout history. He is still doing it today.  

This Christmas, don’t hold too tightly to things you don’t need to. If Jesus 
managed to hand over the building of his Kingdom to a bunch of fishermen, you 
can do the same. 



QUESTIONS
1. Is there something you are working hard to make a success? Perhaps it has 

left you stressed and annoyed at those around you. Perhaps it feels like control 
is slipping, and you are barely hanging on. How can you hand this over to God 
this Christmas time? 

2. Has God placed people in your path today who can share your load?

3. God’s promise means you are part of a kingdom that cannot be shaken. Before 
checking your phone, or turning on the TV or radio this morning, ask God 
to give you the peace that passes understanding, as a citizen of his eternal 
Kingdom.

PRAYER

Father God,  
You know I struggle to let go of things,  

and to hand my worries over to You.  
Forgive me for my short-sightedness. 

Just as You opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant to see Your protective angels,  
awaken me to the reality of my citizenship in Your kingdom.  

May the blessings, protection and surety that come 
with eternal citizenship be a reality for me today;  

louder than the distractions and fears that often overwhelm.

Amen.



THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER
by David and Sarah Cowen

Read: Psalm 2

When we think about the reign of King David, or indeed about most of the Old 
Testament, it is often difficult for our minds to not be dominated by the many 
troubles (putting it incredibly mildly) which the people of Israel faced. We see a 
plethora of trials, tragedies, terrible mistakes and failures, betrayals, persecution, 
enslavement and a host of seemingly hopeless scenarios. When we look at these 
things simply from a humanly perspective, what we see is a huge amount of fear 
and uncertainty for the people involved, at practically every turn. If we’re honest, 
this hasn’t changed today. Fear, uncertainty and anxiety about who we are, how we 
are seen by others and where we’ll end up in the future, are massively destructive 
forces within humanity. They destroy and corrupt us inwardly and in turn have a 
damaging effect on our outward behaviour, our choices and our attitudes towards 
life.

In Psalm 2 and in many of the Psalms, we see David in the thick of oncoming 
tribulation and violence. “The kings of the earth set themselves…against the Lord 
and His anointed.” The nations are raging and plotting against him and against 
God, setting themselves to destroy God’s people. When I think about David, I find 
such comfort in that fact that, although he has no delusions as to the problems 
and enemies that he is facing, his perspective in the face of these is one of delight-
ful and eternal certainty - namely, the unchanging, steadfast promises and anoint-
ing of God over his life and his kingdom. It isn’t some self-conjured, rose-tinted, 
positive outlook that drives his words, but a complete trust and reliance on a 
totally sovereign God, who has “anointed” him – that is, given him His Spirit –for 
the position he is in. David solidifies this by remembering the decree that God has 
given him, “You are my son, today I have begotten you”. David’s identity as king 
and anointed ruler is utterly clear to him and he knows that there is no enemy or 
earthly authority that can scupper his rule. On the contrary, David issues some 
gentle advice towards these enemies, that they cease their resistance of God’s plan 
and serve him joyfully and fearfully.

The beauty of this Psalm, to me, is this: God’s promises over David and his 
people don’t stop at David. Jesus’ coming is the culmination of God’s perfect plan 
and promise to us, of an anointed King that we, as God’s people, can have full trust 
in, for every aspect of our lives. In fact, God the Father references this Psalm when 
at Jesus’ baptism he declares: “this is my beloved Son.” 

Today, as we meditate on Christmas and what it means that God sent his Son 
into the world to be our King, let’s take refuge in Him, knowing that through the 
regular trials and earthly uncertainties that we face, we have full certainty in a 
sovereign and loving King. 



QUESTIONS
1. What troubles do God’s people face in today’s world?

2. What troubles do you face today?

3. How does God feel about these troubles? See Psalms 2:4-6

4. David invites the enemies of God to come and ‘kiss the Son’; how can we invite 
those who trouble us to come and see the Son this Christmas?

PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, 
Thank You for sending Your beloved Son, 

whom You sent into the world  
anointed with Your Holy Spirit, 

to subdue the enemies of God with love and grace, 
and to overcome all suffering by His death and resurrection.

May we receive the gift of Christ this Christmas 
and kiss Him with our worship and service. 

Help us to love others as he has loved us, 
and so to invite the world to his salvation.

Amen.



FRIDAY 15 DECEMBER
by Derek Reynolds

Read: Psalm 110

Christmas is not what it has become to many people – a ‘nice’ fluffy story about a 
baby. It is the account of a God who was prepared to go to any lengths to achieve 
his purpose of glorifying His Son in the world. We see this in today’s reading. 
Psalm 110 records a conversation shared between God  the Father and God the 
Son in eternity. The Father promises that the Son will reign over all things. This is 
God’s word, He has sworn it and will not change His mind; and what  God says, as 
in creation, is always effective.

Charles Spurgeon commented, “All the great acts of grace are brought into 
actual being by the Word of God; ... from of old there was mysterious fellowship 
between the Father and the Son… It was always God’s purpose to see Jesus exulted 
over everything; that is what God the Father ordained even before creation.” 

Spurgeon goes on to say “Jesus is placed in the seat of power, dominion and 
dignity... The work of subduing the nations is now in the hand of the great God 
who... will accomplish it to the glory of his Son; his Word is pledge to it.....” Com-
menting on the Father’s invitation for the Son to ‘sit at my right hand’ Spurgeon 
states “He sits because all is safe… Therefore, there is no cause for alarm whatever 
may happen in this lower world; the sight of Jesus enthroned in divine glory is the 
sure guarantee that all things are moving towards ultimate victory. “

The birth of Jesus as man and God was an incredible triumph in which God 
establishes his purposes in history and then shares that victory with us for ever. 
Only God’s power can subdue the enemies of Christ’s kingdom; whether we think 
of demons, human evil, or suffering, all are opposite to His rule.  Who is in control? 
Jesus, who is God’s King, invited in this Psalm to rule, to judge the nations, to 
overthrow rulers and be the eternal Priest-King for his people. That will become 
finally fulfilled at Jesus’ return and the establishment of the new heaven and 
earth; but even now, as well as at His great day, Christ the King enjoys His glory in 
heaven and sits judging and ruling powerfully all things. He is in control, not any 
philosophy of man or national ruler.

Christmas celebrates Jesus’ victorious arrival in history. Let’s celebrate it this 
year in the expectancy of His ultimate triumph and in the secure hope that He will 
reign over everything, with every enemy made his footstool. What’s more,  let’s 
also expect to see His victory breaking into our world now. We do not accept that 
we are somehow struggling to survive in a secular antichrist world, but we look 
for Him to break in, showing His glory and pouring out His Spirit in revival power. 
Now, what a prayer that would be for the New Year!



QUESTIONS
1. We worry about money, the nation, health, even just getting “Christmas done”. 

What does the picture of the authority of Jesus in this Psalm have to say to our 
worries? 

2. The hope of the glorious future promised by the gospel frees us to live for God 
now. Is there a clue here to what really makes for a “Happy Christmas “?

PRAYER

Father, 
In Your great love for us 

 You saw the mess our world was in 
and acted in and with Jesus to bring us back 

to Yourself and re-establish Your glory;  
let Your kingdom come in our lives, our businesses and our hopes,  

and free us from fears which forget Your loving authority 
in our circumstances, present and future.

Let Your kingdom come in the Church.  
We pray that as Jesus came at Bethlehem  

and will come again in glory,  
so will He now send His Spirit in power in revival.  

Come to us in Canterbury and Whistable, 
and come across this nation to all kinds of churches,  

and to Your people around the world.

In a season when You are often forgotten, make us Jesus-centred,  
seeking to bring glory to Him now as he will have full 

glory in the new heaven and earth we will share with Him.

Amen.



SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER
by Alexi and Simon Brook

Read: 1 Kings 8:10-20

Here we see the temple King David dreamed of finally completed by Solomon, his 
son. The temple is magnificent and Solomon is rightly pleased to offer it to God 
as a tribute to His glory, but how much greater and more glorious is God?! He is 
the one who only had to speak to bring the entire universe into existence, who 
sustains all things, the one who covers Moses with His hand when His glory passes 
by, lest Moses die just by seeing it! (Exodus 33) Solomon admits “Behold, heaven 
and the highest heaven cannot contain You; how much less this house which I have 
built.” (2 Chron 6:18) 

When God happily condescends to fill the temple with His glory, it is utterly 
overwhelming: the priests are stopped in their tracks. He is an uncontainable God, 
but so keen is His desire to dwell with His people that he chooses to place His 
presence in their temple.

And God knew, when he inhabited Solomon’s temple on that day, that his 
people would subsequently turn their backs on Him again and again, and that one 
day the temple would be destroyed and that He’d withdraw His presence from it 
in judgement. Would this be a crushing defeat? No! He’s better than we can ever 
imagine, and had far greater plans. Who present at this joyful day would have 
thought that a better ‘dwelling’ was to come, that one day God would condescend 
to fill our human nature as the means by which He would make sure our eternal 
dwelling place is with God (Rev 21:2-4)?

The dedication and filling of the temple  was a mere preliminary to  God’s 
greater plan to be ‘God with us’.  Just as  God limited Himself in order to be with 
his people by dwelling in their temple, so He limited Himself to being made in 
human likeness, knitted together in  Mary’s womb as the baby Jesus. As Jesus 
Himself explained (Matt 12:6; John 2:19), He is the greater temple that will secure 
for us an eternity in the presence of God. A temple that, rather than killing us with 
God’s holy presence  -  an occupational hazard for Israelites – is destroyed in our 
place in order to overcome our separation forever.

God genuinely delights to be with his people. If God, who is so glorious and 
holy, cares enough about us to limit Himself like that to redeem us, how precious 
must you be to Him? You can trust his commitment to you, his desire for you 
through everything. God determined to break the power of sin and death over us 
and cover us with His own righteousness. If you’re feeling good at the moment, 
like those rejoicing at God dwelling in his temple, there’s still better to come. If 
you’re feeling defeated right now, or confused at seemingly thwarted promises, as 
the Israelites when Solomon’s temple was torn down, there’s far better to come. 
For now “nothing can separate us from the love of God, that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom 8:39).



QUESTIONS
1. Consider what is it that you feel hinders you from coming into the presence 

of God? Consider the following list and look up the referenced passages which 
speak of God’s salvation. Knowledge of your sin? (Psalm 103:12, Micah 7: 18-19) 
Disappointment? (Isaiah 51:3; Jer 29:11; Isaiah 55:11; 2 Cor 1:20) Worry? (Num-
bers 24:21) Insecurity about his love for you? (Zeph 3:17; ) Busyness? (1 Cor 
6:19-20) Self-sufficiency? (Eph2:4-10, Neh 8:10).

2. In Jesus, God dwells in our human nature in order to overcome everything 
that seperates us from Him. Are there any areas in your life where you have 
lost sight of the completeness of Jesus’ salvation, or the wonder of His majes-
ty?

3. Because of what Jesus achieved through his flesh, we (the church and its 
members) are now God’s temple. He chooses to fill us with his glory. How can 
we use our lives so we are giving glory to God as is right?

PRAYER

Lord God, 
You are amazing, more glorious and 

good than I can possibly imagine. 

Thank You for pursuing me with such kindness and mercy.  
I know that You are always with me;  

help me today to gain a truer and clearer picture  
not only of Your glory but also of Your love,  

and help me by Your Holy Spirit to put those things 
aside that get in the way of my relationship with You,  

so that You are in the centre of my heart. 

Amen.



SUNDAY 17 DECEMBER
by Ryan and Megan Hunt

Read: Isaiah 7:14

In this passage, God is speaking through Isaiah to Ahaz, King of Judah, who at the 
time was very fearful because of the threat of invasion from intimidating enemies 
(7:4). Despite God telling him that these threats will come to nothing (7:7), Ahaz 
puts his trust in the foreign nation of Assyria to protect him.

Like Ahaz, we too can be guilty of looking elsewhere to find security when 
the challenges of life come up against us, whether that’s to the distraction of our 
smartphones, our work, our kids, our busy schedules, or maybe the belief that the 
superhero inside of us can handle it alone.

When God found that Ahaz had mis-placed his trust, He graciously gave him a 
sign (7:14). Through doing so, He was effectively saying “Ahaz, I want you to trust 
me when I say I am with you. I know you’re finding that difficult, so I’m going to 
give you a sign to show this: A ‘maiden’ will give birth to a son, and you shall call 
Him Immanuel, which means God with us.” Scholars are divided how to translate 
the word ‘almah’, it can mean either a young lady of child bearing age, or virgin; 
therefore it’s unclear how this promise was immediately fulfilled for Ahaz. That 
said, the passage makes it clear that when God gives Ahaz his sign, Ahaz will know 
and be encouraged.

God calls us to not to look elsewhere in troubled times, but instead to fix 
our gaze on Him - the only one in whom our souls can find true security, hope, 
comfort and joy. To Ahaz, God gave the sign of a young maiden; but to us he has 
given an even greater sign, one which fulfils and surpasses this story from the Old 
Testament: at the first Christmas a virgin gave birth to a child. This child was the 
offspring of the woman (fulfilling God’s promise in Genesis 3), conceived not by 
man but by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35), the Son of God (see Luke 1:32). Jesus’ birth is 
the sign that we can look at to see the truth of God’s provision and protection.

Not only is the virgin birth the sign that God is with us (Immanuel), but it is 
also the means by which He conquers our intimidating enemies - sin and death. 
The God-man Jesus Christ overcame sin & death and made us new creations 
through His life, death, resurrection and ascension. God’s beloved Son suffers what 
He doesn’t deserve in order that we may gain a life that we don’t deserve- it’s such 
scandalous love!

At the incarnation God shouts loudly and clearly that He is a God who can be 
trusted. A God who is so concerned for His creation that he enters into it Himself.

Maybe we don’t put our trust in God because we’ve forgotten that He is with 
us. This Christmas, take some deep breaths and relax into this truth that our Lord 
Jesus Christ really is Immanuel; He really is God with us. Allow His Holy Spirit to 
bring you joyful reassurance that our enemies of sin and death have no hold on us.



QUESTIONS
1. What are the ‘foreign nations’ that we are tempted to put our trust in?

2. What does it tell us about God that He enters into creation, and that he does 
so as a baby?

PRAYER

Father, 
We thank You for Your precious Son.  

Reveal to us those things that can cause our hearts to wander from You,  
and bind us closer to You this Christmas period through Your Spirit,  

as we find rest for our souls in the knowledge that You are a God who is with us.

Amen



MONDAY 18 DECEMBER
by Mike Clements

Read: Isaiah 9:1-7

It is very easy to react to this scripture as if we have just attended our child’s 
nativity play at school. A few ‘ahs’ and ‘ooos’ are difficult to suppress. For much 
of the festive fare our traditions play into, this is our sentimental reaction to the 
coming of our Lord as a baby in a manger. However, this scripture is a revolution-
ary declaration of war by God! To the forces of darkness, God promises that their 
rule will be smashed and conquered by the coming of a King. 

…There I go spoiling that cosy Christmas picture with talk of darkness – but 
for many, and perhaps for the majority of people on this planet, Christmas is not a 
great time of the year. Colossians speaks of the coming of Jesus as an act of rescue 
– from a dominion, a tyranny, a heartless, controlling darkness. Ephesians warns 
us that our battle is not against flesh and blood but against the powers of darkness 
– and Christmas does not in itself provide any relief from the oppressive forces 
of darkness that are at play ruining and corrupting mankind. In fact for many, 
Christmas can be anything but a cheery time of the year. But what Christmas and 
the message in Isaiah can impart is a massive message of God’s redemptive plan – 
to save and rescue mankind from misery.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light – this is the Christ-
mas message and one that we can celebrate with praise and worship. For to us a 
child is born, with the power, glory, and dignity to shatter the darkness with light. 
To exchange death for life. To wash our sins away and make us new creations. 

Christmas is a wonderful opportunity for us to celebrate God’s light breaking 
into darkness. We often put lights up around our homes and towns during this 
time of year – let’s use this visual aid as a prompt to set our hearts and minds on 
the victory of God by which He made a way for all mankind to know the glorious 
person of Jesus Christ. And let’s not only decorate the outside of our homes, but 
also the interior of our lives with the light of Christ, so that those who live in 
darkness around us might see!



QUESTIONS
1. What does it mean for you that God’s light has shone into darkness through 

Jesus’ coming to earth?

2. How can we show the light of Christ to our neighbourhoods this Christmas?

PRAYER

Dear Lord, 
Give us a fresh revelation this Christmas  

of the spiritual reality of that battle that You have won  
and are continually winning between the light and the darkness.

Please help us to shine brightly  
as we set our hearts and our minds on heavenly 

things during this busy period of activity.

Amen.



TUESDAY 19 DECEMBER
by Ruth Grant

Read: Micah 5:1-5

Micah brings this prophecy at a dangerous time for Israel when they are under 
imminent threat from the Assyrians. In this circumstance, it would have been very 
easy for God’s people feel abandoned, and in fact it would not be long before Israel 
and Judah would be conquered and taken into exile.  It was a time where events 
would breed fear, and in that way it wasn’t too dissimilar to the time that we are 
living in. This year alone Britain has suffered five terrorist attacks. 

God, however, in his mercy, tells Micah that out of the tiny town of Bethlehem 
he would raise up a Saviour from among them who would bring them out of exile 
and bring them peace.  Of course he is talking about the coming of Jesus who 
would reconcile us back to God and givee peace to a world that is far from peace-
ful.

There are two things I love about this passage. Firstly it is the fact that God 
would choose Bethlehem, a small insignificant place to begin his wonderful work 
of restoration. In itself unexpected, unimpressive, and yet it is Jesus’ very humble 
beginnings that makes his saving work so much more remarkable. 

As an avid Strictly watcher, I am not impressed by the celebrities who come 
with dancing pedigrees and wow from the beginning. For me, it is the one with no 
dancing experience, who comes from behind and conquers that I am impressed 
by. It reveals that it is nothing to do with their talents but everything to do with 
dependence on the teacher. Although God’s Son is Himself God from God, at 
Christmas He became fully man, taking the place of a humble baby born to a work-
ing family. The saviour comes in a position of weakness, and like the contestants 
on Strictly, depends upon a teacher, his Father in Heaven.

The second thing I love is that God knows what’s ahead and through this 
prophecy gives the people hope. He knows the beginning, middle and end.  Some 
time ago, Julian Adams came to our church and he gave me a simple word. “God 
will look after your health, you have a lot of running to do”. My reaction was, “I’m 
healthy, don’t know what that means”.  However a few years later I had serious 
health issues and I became very fearful.  Then God, in His love, whispered in my ear 
Julian’s words and my fear subsided. God knew the beginning, what was coming 
next, and the end, and lovingly met me at each stage. Micah’s prophecy, way before 
Jesus birth, reminds us there is a plan and God knows what He is doing.



QUESTIONS
This passage might strike you in a totally different way, that’s the lovely thing 
about the bible, God speaks to us where we are at and if something has struck you 
meditate on it and ask God why he is drawing your attention to it. 

1. Why do you think it was important for the people that the Saviour would come 
from among them.

2.  Perhaps think about how the people were feeling in this time of persecution, 
put yourself in their position, how does it compare to how you are feeling 
about the fragile world we are living in now or your own personal circum-
stances? How much do you trust God that He knows what He’s doing and that 
He hasn’t forgotten you?

PRAYER

Thank you Jesus that You were fully obedient to the Father, 
and that You came to earth to live as a man,  

so that we can be reconciled to You.

You identify with me, because You lived as a man  
and yet Your life brought glory to God, 

whereas ours often do not.

Let my trust in You dictate how I deal with adversity 
so that others will be astounded and You will be glorified.

Amen.



WEDNESDAY 20 DECEMBER
by Emily Butler

Read: Genesis 1:1-2 and Luke 1:26-35

I am a hoverer, I rarely sit still; my husband calls it ‘faffing’: always tidying, sorting 
or just doing something. He knows me so well he can see the look on my face 
when I am eyeing up something that needs to be done. As a parent I feel hovering 
around Florence is something I do a lot, while she is playing, eating or climbing 
something. But I am never more of a hoverer than at Christmas; aside from the 
hosting element, I like to hover when people open gifts. I love Christmas, food, 
family, the cold, a chance to fill my house with stuff I can endlessly faff with, and 
presents. I love giving presents, much more than receiving them. I love the antic-
ipation of choosing and wrapping a present I have put thought into and selected 
for someone I love. The glee of handing over the gift and seeing their face as they 
open it and react to what is inside brings me enormous joy.

Genesis 1 describes how the Holy Spirit is hovering over Creation, excited 
for the life that is being brought forth. And in our passage from Luke’s gospel, 
the Spirit is poised again, excited for the coming of Christ and the restoration 
of creation that Christ will bring. The Holy Spirit was active in creation, and the 
same creative power is still active in us today. 

So we can think of the Holy Spirit hovering, anticipating the gift of life, the gift 
of Jesus that will be given to Mary, and to the world. It reminds me of the joy that 
the Father must feel giving us the many gifts He has and will continue to give. 

I don’t know about you but to me hovering seems like such a gentle word, 
a synonym of it is ‘to be poised’. The thought of the Holy Spirit being poised to 
breathe life gives great comfort to me. It is not just a message for the person 
praying for the gift of a child but the prayer for any one of us who would like to feel 
the hope of Christ within us, to live a life more for Him, more in line with Him and 
more like Him.

The Message version of the verses from Luke shows the translation of Gabri-
el’s word as:

Good morning! You’re beautiful with God’s beauty, Beautiful inside and out! 
(Luke 1:28 Message)

The Spirit’s work is beautiful. Beautiful in creation; beautiful in the saving 
work of Christ; beautiful in His work in you!



QUESTIONS
1. What does it mean to you today that the creator Spirit is at work in you to 

make you beautiful? 

2.  Are we willing to allow the Spirit to work within us to form new creation, new 
Christ-like hearts?

3.  How can you reflect the beauty of God inside and out this Christmas?

PRAYER

Lord God,  
In the busyness of Advent, in the rush to buy perfect presents  

and create beautiful festive homes I pray You would 
help us to slow down and focus on You.

Help us Lord remember the perfect gift that Jesus was and is,  
the amazing gift of life You have breathed so gently into us.

Let Your Spirit come afresh Father,  
enter our hearts and breathe new life again.  

Let us be reminded of the beauty of You Lord,  
and help us to reflect it. 

Amen.



THURSDAY 21 DECEMBER
by Jon Stebbing

Read: Matthew 2:1-12

Kings, Magi, Wise-Men, traditionally portrayed as some of the most colourful 
characters of the nativity story, yet also some of the most enigmatic. Unknown in 
number or in name, these men travelled from an unspecified land towards what 
was to them an unspecified destination. God’s miraculous revelation through a 
star ultimately led these men to the ultimate revelation of Himself made flesh. 
These men were likely pagans, possessing some knowledge of Jewish scriptures 
but also unlikely to appreciate this ‘king’s’ true significance. The encouragement 
of the Wise-Men’s story is thereby twofold.

Firstly, Christ came to reveal Himself not only to the Jews, but to the Gentiles 
also. Were Christ to have come exclusively as King of the Jews, there would be no 
hope for us who aren’t Jewish. Yet as we see here, Christ is for all people, He is king 
over all nations. This scene from the nativity brilliantly foreshadowing much of 
what the New Testament promises – Christ’s ultimate rule over New Creation. 
Revelation 7:9 says ‘After this I looked and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb.’ Jesus has come to us, to all 
people, and made Himself known. 

And second? These men, who knew little of Israel’s God, still sought Israel’s 
Messiah, and they found Jesus. Upon finding Him they may not have grasped His 
significance, and they definitely did not find Him where they had initially expected 
(remember that these Wise-Men first sought the new-born king in Jerusalem), 
yet still, when they finally encountered Jesus their response was to fall down and 
worship. People will naturally be drawn to God; just as the Wise-Men sought Jesus, 
there are people today seeking Him, whether they realise it or not, and they may 
encounter Him in the last place they expect. And what happens when Christ is 
fully and truly revealed to them? They cannot help but fall down and worship. We 
have a part to play in helping those seekers find Him who came to bless all nations; 
‘…we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of His name among all the nations’ (Rom 1:5). 

This Advent, let us hold onto these two truths. First, Christ came for all of us; 
His salvation is open to all who accept Him as Lord and saviour in their hearts 
and confess as much with their mouths. Secondly, we have a duty to help people 
encounter the person of Christ, that they may come to know and worship Him as 
the Wise-Men did. Just as God used a star to guide the Wise Men to Christ, He now 
uses us to guide His people to Him.  



QUESTIONS
1. What is your response to the revelation of Christ as a king for all nations and 

the salvation He brings? 

2. Have you grasped the full significance of Christ’s coming to earth as King? 

3. Who are those around you whom you would like to encounter Jesus for the 
first time? How can you guide them towards such an encounter?  

PRAYER

Dear Lord Jesus, 
Thank You that you came not just for a handful or a group of people,  

but for people of all nations, tribes, tongues and backgrounds. 

May we be struck afresh by the miraculous nature of 
Your arrival on earth at that first Christmas,  
by the hope that You bring in your salvation  

and by Your amazing and loving kingship over our lives. 

Help us to be urgent in our evangelism,  
that we would be those who hunger to see our friends,  

family members, colleagues, acquaintances and 
complete strangers come to encounter You,  

and we pray that they would be transformed by those encounters. 

Thank You that You have revealed Yourself to us  
and that like the Wise-Men we can come and worship You,  

may the wonder and reverence they felt be equally present in our own lives. 

Amen.



FRIDAY 22 DECEMBER
by Mark and Tarah Nottage

Read: Matthew 2:13-15

Had enough of all of the Christmas songs yet?  “It’s the most wonderful time of 
the year” remember? …No pressure!  And does anyone else cringe at the portrayal 
of the ‘perfect’ traditional Christmas celebration served up on TV adverts and 
magazine covers?  Smiley children gathered around the perfectly set family table 
staring longingly, (and patiently!), at a huge golden turkey.  Not a hint of tiredness, 
maxed-out credit cards, burnt parsnips or family tension!  Really?! 

Spoiler alert!  Today’s verse reminds us that the true Christmas story could 
not be further from this sugar coated sentimental tosh!  A teenage Mum, just 
trying to follow God’s plans, is shamed and rejected by those around her, travels 
miles from home, and has a baby in a run-down hovel.  Then, before she has even 
mastered the art of changing a nappy while simultaneously showering, drinking 
a cup of tea, and getting herself dressed on 4 hours broken sleep, she and her hus-
band are up and off, refugees hunted down by one of the most powerful regimes 
that had ever existed - and everyone in the whole region is affected.  

What a nightmare, and what a shock for these brand new parents. I very much 
doubt that Mary and Joseph thought  “Ah, I get it!  The one true God of heaven and 
earth is using our obedience and working out the most amazing rescue plan EVER 
through the mess we’re in”.   But He was…and He still is!

Ever wondered what Mary and Joseph’s aspirations for their new son were?  
Whatever their equivalent of wearing Clarkes shoes, and getting his name down 
at the ‘right’ school in the ‘right’ area was back then - they were a long way from 
achieving it!  What an unmitigated mess!?  Is it any wonder Jesus grew up to be a 
man of sorrows, acquainted with grief?

But if you really do want a traditional Christmas – here’s the recipe:  You need 
a hopeless world in a total mess, you need courageous obedience, and a bit of 
faith - and you need a powerful loving God who fulfils His promises and works out 
His amazing rescue plan for a messed up world using ordinary people - just like 
us!   For a traditional Christmas, you need a hero, God’s sent saviour, OUR saviour 
- who enters straight into our mess.  

I much prefer this version of a true traditional Christmas - don’t you? 

The Christmas anthem going round in my head this Christmas isn’t of the 
sugar coated sentimental tosh type.  Even though it’s from a Newday album, mine 
is still more of the true traditional Christmas variety: 

“ What if Your love was bigger than my mess?
What if Your grace could heal my brokenness?”

It is, and it can.  Happy Christmas!



QUESTIONS
1. How do you get suckered into the ‘perfect’ image of Christmas? How can we 

exchange it for the true, tradition one?

2. We see that Jesus’ birth is into humble and trying circumstances. If he had 
been born today, where do you think we’d find Him? Does this thought encour-
age us?

3. How can we faithfully and obediently follow Jesus into the mess of life in order 
to work for His purposes?

PRAYER

Jesus, 
Thank You that you are the servant saviour King! 

Thank You that You willingly came from heaven to earth 
to find us and save us from our mess.

Thank You, loving Father God, that You sent Your son 
Jesus to fulfil Your amazing rescue plan.

Thank You that You are alive today, that You are so much 
bigger and far more powerful than the mess in our lives, and the 

mess we see all around us in the world.

Thank You for Your underserved love and grace that heals our brokenness.

Jesus we invite You into our lives and into our mess this Christmas.

Amen.



SATURDAY 23 DECEMBER
by Jo Travis

Read: Luke 1: 34-7; 46-55

Hindsight is a wonderful thing. This time last year I was heavily pregnant, 
drinking my body weight in Diet Coke and crying at the drop of a hat. Full of 
excitement and joy, but also wracked with anxiety about the future. How can I 
mother two children of such different ages? Will Teddy (our eldest) feel forgotten? 
Will I fall to pieces when Ben returns to work? Will I ever sleep again?! 

Fast forward a year and I’m sitting with a hot (not luke warm, not stone cold, 
not even microwaved three times over) cup of tea while Arthur naps upstairs 
and Ted is busy making merry mayhem at nursery. We’re almost a year into our 
adventure with two and I can honestly say that through it all - even the moments 
of sheer exhaustion & upset - The Lord has been faithful. A full 8 hours of sleep 
has not quite returned yet, but He HAS empowered me to mother from one day to 
the next & while all the parenting happens, the brotherly bond deepens and grows 
brighter every day. 

It was at the time of advent last year that I began thinking about Mary as I 
went about my days. She would have been in her third trimester, just like me, but 
where I had a supportive network of family, friends and midwives, she was a social 
outcast, fleeing a murderous King, riding on a DONKEY, to eventually labour (with 
no pain relief!) in a cold stable, surrounded by farm animals. And I was worried 
about having enough pairs of socks in my hospital bag! I couldn’t get over her 
situation, what an absolute HERO she was! 

Of course, Mary’s response to God to humbly embrace her future, is one of 
great courage and faith. But as I considered the nativity story, I realised she was 
not alone. She had HELP. In Luke 1: 34-35 Mary asks for clarity on how she will fall 
pregnant:

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, 
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God”

The Holy Spirit, quite LITERALLY, was going to dwell inside her. So when it 
came to taking that step of faith and saying ‘let it be’, she was empowered by the 
spirit of God. And this is the incredible part - if you are a Christian, that SAME 
SPIRIT dwells inside of you. Empowering you to step out in faith this Christmas.

Mary also reminds us that we not only have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us, 
but that we can strengthen our resolve by using the gift of hindsight and praising 
God for His faithfulness over the years. Part of her song in Luke 1:46-55 exclaims 
“From generation to generation, He has performed mighty deeds with his arm”. In 
this song, Mary has a revelation that God was fulfilling all the promises that we’ve 
looked at over the past few weeks. 



 

I’ve found that remembering & declaring past victories and re-visiting 
promises over our lives can equip us to step out onto the mission field. Remind 
yourself of a victory and/or a promise God has made to you - the promise might 
be a prophecy or a piece of scripture. Re-acquaint yourself with it. Spend time 
considering it and ask God to reveal Himself more through it, while thanking Him 
for the victories you have already encountered. 

QUESTIONS
1. What fulfilled promises – given either in scripture or to you personally – give 

you faith for the future?

2. What is God calling you to today? Will you say ‘let it be’?

PRAYER

God, 
May we be empowered by the Holy Spirit today 

and encouraged by victories & promises, 
that we too would say ‘let it be’ this Christmas  
and, like Mary, step out of our comfort zones. 

Amen.



SUNDAY 24 DECEMBER
by Tim Jones

Read: Luke 2:8-21

Imagine, standing out in a freezing cold field in the early hours of the morning. 
You’ve been there all night looking after your sheep, you were there all last night, 
and all of the night before. Then out of nowhere an angel appears in dazzling light 
and brings news about the birth of a child. But this is not just any birth; it’s the 
birth of David’s heir, whose name is to be ‘Jesus’, which literally means ‘God saves’.

As if one angel wasn’t surprising enough, a whole host, a great choir of angels 
then appear and start praising God, celebrating. A great big angel party!

David knew what it was to stand out in a field looking after sheep, after all he 
was Israel’s shepherd made King. Now a descendent of David comes, a Saviour who 
is our Good Shepherd and the angels come to tell the normal people, the shep-
herds, the working people, out in the cold.  So they go to Bethlehem to see what 
has been revealed to them, they tell everyone what they have heard and seen.  They 
take their revelation and turn it into evangelism and more praise and worship.

Christmas can often be a time when we come together as a family to celebrate, 
to get excited ready to watch the latest Christmas special on TV, to treasure up all 
the presents and gifts we have received.  In our family, one of the new traditions is 
everyone squeezing in the living room in front of the TV to watch the Dr Who and 
Strictly Christmas specials, and yet – if I’m honest – as a family we don’t get half 
as excited about focusing on worshiping and celebrating Jesus’ birth. How about 
you? 

I wonder what this Christmas might look like if we give more time to focusing 
on what has been revealed to us and praising God. May the highlight of our Christ-
mas holiday be when we say with the shepherds and the angels: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”



QUESTIONS
As we read this passage we can see three key things; the angels celebrate, the 
shepherds go to look, Mary treasures these things up in her heart.

1. How will we take time to celebrate with the angels this Christmas?

2. How we ‘go and look’ at Christ?

3.  How can we treasure up the truths of Christmas in our hearts?

PRAYER

Lord God, 
Help us to make the time to, like the angels, 

celebrate the birth of Your Son and how He has come to save us.  

Guide us to look for where You are at work in our lives,  
to listen to where You are leading us  

and to go and tell people about You, like the shepherds did.  

Father, comfort us to treasure Your birth in our hearts, like Mary did  
and to worship You over this Christmas period.

Amen.



MONDAY 25 DECEMBER
by Dave and Rosie Carter

Read: John 1: 14-18; 3: 16

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him. 
Christ the Lord.

Christmas Day can feel like one of the most manic days of the year. It’s ironic that 
a day specifically designated to remembering Jesus can be a day when we neglect 
to look to HIM. You might be surprised that you have even found the time to read 
this devotional! 

For some of us, we love Christmas Day: attending church in the morning, 
spending time with family, eating, drinking and laughter! For others sadly, Christ-
mas Day can be a reminder of loved ones we have lost, the feeling that our family 
life isn’t the way we would hope or maybe we find a day like this to be a lonely one. 

However, we as Christians must remember that we can find true joy this 
Christmas in knowing that the ‘Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. If we 
read John 1:14-18 we see The Word, who has forever been at the Father’s side, 
became flesh (Jesus) in order to make God known and to give us grace upon grace. 
Don’t just rush on from this fact. Just pause and think about that for one moment 
…God becomes Man! The Incarnation. Incredible! 

But why? Why would God become man? Well, God definitely did not need to 
do it, and doing it would not have made Him any more complete or powerful. So, 
Why?

One of the most well-known verses in the Bible (rightly so) explains it in such a 
simple yet profound way. It happened because ‘For God so loved the world, that he 
gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life’ John 3:16. He loves us unconditionally, that’s why, and He wants us to have 
eternal life with HIM!

Throughout our advent devotions we’ve seen that the Son comes to crush the 
head of Satan, to rule and bless the nations, to write God’s law on our hearts, to 
adopt us, to forgive our sins and to re-create us. A powerful God in a helpless babe.

So today of all days, in the busyness of everything, ‘O come let us adore Him’ 
and let us remember the ‘Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!’  Spend some 
intentional time looking Up to Him and forward to the wonder of what happens at 
Easter on the Cross! 

God bless and Merry Christmas.



QUESTIONS
1. How does knowing that the Word (Jesus the Son) become flesh influence how 

you see God?

2. How can you ensure this Christmas Day that God becoming flesh is at the 
centre of your day?

3. How often do you look towards what God did on the cross at Christmas? How 
can you do this more?

PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, 
On this day of all days,  

may we remember that You sent your Word in 
flesh to make Yourself known to us.   

As we enjoy the festivities of this day we pray 
that You would be at the centre of it all.

We thank you for the gift of Your Son  
who came because You loved us and 

wanted to rescue us from sin and death.  
Help us to look to the wonders of the cross 

this Christmas Day and remember that it was all possible 
because You came, ‘now in flesh appearing’.

Amen.








